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Where Can I Go... 
 
John 6:67-68: Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter 
answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. 
 
With that one short question, “Will ye also go away?” The Apostle John captured one of the 
saddest moments in the ministry of Jesus Christ. “From that time many of disciples went back 
and walked no more with him.” Many that followed our Lord up to this point were just along for 
the ride. As long as Jesus performed an occasional miracle, offered free healthcare, and kept their 
stomachs full, they were satisfied to be part of the team. But, when Jesus began talking about 
commitment, suffering, and the true cost of discipleship our Lord’s followers began to walk 
away. Those that walked away were within sight of the kingdom of Heaven. They had the 
privilege of tasting of the Bread of Life and had watched as the Living Water flowed from our 
Lord into the lives of those who were thirsty and dry, yet they walked away.  
 
Jeremiah 2:13 “For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of 
living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.” You may be 
critical of the Apostle Peter because of his many blunders and failures, but one thing is for sure, 
you never had to guess where his thoughts were at any given time. He speaks prophetically and 
most profoundly throughout scripture. When Jesus asked the group, who are men saying that He 
was; it was Peter that stood up and said, “Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And on 
that occasion, Peter spoke volumes. He speaks with spiritual confidence and insight. He wants us 
to know there is no greater authority we can go to when we are in dire straits. 
 
The Bible provides us a wonderful example in the life of Moses. The moment that Moses was 
come to years, he refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He chose to be identified 
with God’s people rather than enjoy a sinful life for a season. If your circumstances are making it 
impossible for you to carry out what would otherwise be the will of God, then drop your 
circumstances as Moses did. It rests with you to do it. You have been in the courts of men. You 
may have stood high in the favor of the people of this world, and your future may look 
exceedingly brilliant, but it’s up to you to choose whether you will claim a heavenly inheritance 
or an earthly one. 
 
Love and prayers.... 
Pastor Randy J. Skeens 
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 LOVING GOD, LOVING EACH OTHER  
 
                 JESS AND PEARL BROWNING 

 
If you get the opportunity, take a moment and talk to this lovely 
couple.  I enjoyed the fellowship I shared with Brother Jess and 
Sister Pearl Browning.  They will bring a smile to your face with 
their fun loving personalities. 
 
They took membership at Central United Baptist on December 30, 
1990.  When I asked Pearl what her favorite scripture is, she 
replied in a soft spoken voice “Whosever will, let them come”  
Revelation 22: 17.  Jess picked Psalm 138:1 - I will praise thee with 
my whole heart: before the gods will I sing praise unto thee.  

 
Jess’ testimony is always so heartfelt and full of love for our Lord.  If you want someone to pray for 
you, ask Jess.  His desire is to live closer to the Lord each day.  You can honestly say without a 
doubt that his heart is pure and his love is true, both for the Lord and Pearl.  

 
 We talked about their marriage and how Pearl could put up with him for so long.  He replied, “On 
our anniversary, I asked Pearl if she would do it all over again.”  He said, “she just mumbled.”  
Pastor Randy Skeens then told Jess, “Just don’t ask questions.” 
 
There one was thing I was curious about.  I noticed Brother Jess walking to his vehicle and 
wondered how he and Sister Pearl could get a vehicle so high off the ground.  I found the answer. 
Pearl does all the work.  

  Love you both.  Just a little something to make you laugh.  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Pastor Randy and Sister Sharon Skeens, Barbara Lanthorne Family,  Joe Bowery Family, Carol & 
Jim Moore, Clyde Dickinson, Laverne Dickinson, Claudine Maynard, Kyle & Nancey Hall, Rex 
Curry, Chuck Compton and Libby, Pam Queen, Stephanie Curry, Bob & Viola Meade, Doug Duty, 
Laura Vaughan, Ozzie Burgess, Riley Evans, Ashleigh Bridges, Wayne Runyon, The Ramey’s, 
Bailey Family, Phaedra Horton, Joyce Smith, Kathy Keene, Penny Welch, Glena Mead, Linda 
Blankenship, Virginia White, Dennis Doss, Carol Tomas, Carlene & Charlie Mounts, Curtis 
Workman, John & Lana Collins, Grant Conley, Ginger Craddock, Scott Jeffrey, Jewell Kazee, 
Billy Sigmon, Fred & Cathy Bradley, Tilda Tomblin, Jimmy Abshire, Kim May, Betty Kinser, Jr. 
Mullins, Earl Slater, George Kemp, Mavis Collins, Bobby & Diana Adams, Barbara & Keith 
Hager, Mary Vance, Nancy Blankenship, Robbie & Scout Adams, Charlene Meade, Debra 
Thompson, Joe Hodge, John & Dee McCormick, Beatrice Nelson, Frank Williams, Bob & David 
Williams, Susan Justice, Ann Curry, Hester Kuenzel, Corbin Harris, Allen David, Jason David and 
Family, Wallace & Beulah Williamson, several unspoken requests, the children, our Nation, and all 
that are unsaved.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 3/3 Super Sunday 
  Special Singing: Sister Shawn Propst 
  Preaching: Pastor Randy Skeens 
  Special Performance by CSI 
  Chili Cook Off following the service 
 
 3/10 Sunday Evening 
  Special Singing: Saving Grace 
  Preaching: Pastor Randy Skeens 
 
 03/17 Sunday Evening 
  Special Singing: Linda Gore and Robyn Adkins 
  Preaching: Reverend Drew Bledsoe 
 
 03/24 Sunday Evening 
  Special Singing:  Jubilee 
  Preaching:  Pastor Randy Skeens 
 
 03/31 Sunday Evening 
  Special Singing:  Cornerstone Gospel 
  Preaching:  Pastor Randy Skeens  

 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 03/01 Faith Bannister     03/19 Ileta McCallister 
  Mariann Padgett      Charles Harrison 
 03/02 Greg Wooten      03/21 Hollie B. Spry 
  Joyce Osborne       Justin Moore 
 03/03 Ashley Chirico      03/22 Jessica Browning 
 03/05 Bradley Brammer     03/23 Josef Brammer 
 03/06 Joann Hammond      Lezlie Wickline 
 03/07 Vicki M. Adkins     03/24 Ron Workman 
 03/08 Melissa Doss       Pamela Osborne 
  Kameron Boring     03/25 Susan K. Brown 
 03/09 Adden Rodighiero     03/26 Melody Adkins 
  Daphnie Akers       Mildred Brammer 
 03/12 Wallace Williamson      Adrick Rodighiero 
 03/13 Diana Hall      03/27 Larry Brammer 
 03/14 Carolyn Browning      Teresa Lambert 
  Andrea Bledsoe     03/29 Nicholas Marcum 
 03/17 Barney Goins       Joselyn Toth 
  Catherine Adkins     03/30 Amanda Vaughn 
 03/18 Kenna Jeffrey      03/31 Melissa Price 
  Kristin Wooten      Brooke Belcher 

 
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
03/01 Keith & Donna White 

03/06 Monroe & Tilda Tomblin 
03/07 Rex & Donetta Curry 

03/16 Donald & Vicki Adkins 
03/25 Jeremy & Kristi Jeffrey Crist 

03/29 Tim & Crystal Moore  
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Our deepest sympathy to Sister Ruth Bowery and her family in the loss of 
Brother Joe Bowery.  Joe took membership at Central United Baptist 
Church on November 14, 1976.  He was a Brother to all.  He enjoyed 
having a good time and a good laugh at someone’s expense.  Such a sweet 
person with a tremendous amount of love that he shared with his wife, 
family and his Brothers and Sisters in Christ.   
 
On many occasions he would ask Brian Duffield if his “gig line” was 
straight.  He said the buttons on your shirt had to be in perfect line with 
the button on your pants and your belt.  I often laughed and told him 
“Stop saying that to him.”  He continued to have fun with Brian and he 
loved it. During fellowship at church on Sunday mornings I would shake 
hands with him and ask him if his “gig line” was straight.  His smile was 
worth all the times that Brian had asked me if his shirt and pants were ok.   

 
To my Sister Ruth Bowery, please know I understand the pain and loss you feel.  As Pastor Randy 
Skeens told me, “Everyone grieves differently”.  Take one day at a time and remember the Lord 
loves you.  Your church family is here for you.  Their love and prayers will help you as you begin 
the grieving process.  
 
Joe Cat will long be remembered for his fun loving spirit, his love for you and love for his Savior. 
His life was a blessing.  His memory a treasure.  He is loved beyond words and missed beyond 
measure. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

To the family of Sister Barbara Lanthorne our hearts are breaking 
with you.  This our dear sister was the oldest continuous member of 
the Central United Baptist Church.  She took membership on 
February 21, 1959.  Her faith in our Lord was evident in everything 
she did and said.  There was never a time that Sister Barbara did not 
make you feel special and loved.  Her precious smile will long be 
remembered as she was pure love; never a harsh word, but a gentle 
voice of comfort.    
 
Her family was her treasure.  You could see the love she had for each 
and every one of them; this included her Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ.  
 
When I heard of Sister Barbara’s passing, I immediately remembered 

our fellowship on Sunday, February 10, 2018.  We shook hands and she just smiled.  As we all have 
our struggles, in that one moment, I felt so loved.  She always was concerned for others and never 
for herself. 
 
Later in the day I read from “Our Daily Bread” and this was noted at the bottom of the page,  
“Be the living expression of God’s kindness; kindness in your face, kindness in your eyes, kindness 
in your smile, kindness.” This is a true representation of our beloved Barbara Lanthorne.   
 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord forever.  Psalm 23:6 
   
 



 
MARCH 2019    TELL MY PEOPLE         PAGE 5 
 

Reverend Marty Welch preached a beautiful sermon on Psalm 23, 
The Lord is My Shepherd, during our evening service on 
February 10, 2018.  He had traveled from his home in North 
Carolina to visit his mother, Lois Farmer.  What a blessing to see a 
young man that grew up in our church and that is now preaching 
the Word of God.   
 
Central United Baptist Church has always had excellent teachers 
and the best pastors to lead the flock.  The examples set by 
Reverend Glenn White and Reverend Randy Skeens have made an 
impact in Reverend Marty Welch’s ministry.  May the Lord 
continue to bless and use you to spread his word throughout the 
world. 
 
In his sermon, Reverend Marty Welch explained sometimes you 

have to count the marks on the staff.  The Lord may have brought you through sickness, comforted 
you in the loss of a loved one and carried you during a time of doubt.  Each and every occasion is a 
mark on the staff.  A reminder that the Lord will never leave you nor forsake you.  He is there in 
each step of our lives, the mountaintops and the valleys.   
 
Reverend Marty Welch asked, “Is the Lord your Shepherd?  He can be, all you have to do is ask 
him into your heart today.”   
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Look who came to see the BOSS.  Little David Long stopped by the 
State Police Office on Monday, February 11, 2019.  He thinks he is 
the boss, but I had to prove to him who really is the boss.  I didn’t 
have to make a citizen’s arrest as Captain LaFauci and Corporal 
Boggs were there to handcuff him.  He didn’t want to come in the 
office for his mugshot.  I was just trying to help the church when 
this person that claims to be a trustee breaks in because he says he 
has a key.  
 
His crime was selling jelly beans for an unknown cause.   
 
Love you Little Dave.   I got you good.  
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